[Risk of lung damage found in fire-eaters. Twelve Swedish hospital cases reported].
Twelve hospital cases and 69 telephone enquiries relating to fire-eating have been registered at the Swedish Poison Information Centre. Chemical pneumonitis with symptoms such as coughing, fever, dyspnoea and hypoxia is common after petroleum distillate ingestion with concomitant aspiration. Pleuritic chest pain is an additional characteristic symptom among fire-eaters. Pulmonary infiltrates and pleural effusions are also frequent findings.